Feminism On The Rise
In Poland

Women Groups Become More
Active In Pakistan

Ever since Ms. Benazir Bhutto took over the reigns of
Pakistan , women's groups have become more active in
an atmosphere they find more congenial.

At last , two women are members of the Solidarity
Government in Poland. One carries the title of speaker
and the other is the Minister of Culture .

There are about ten main women's organizations in
Pakistan working for women 's upliftment and creating
general awareness among them for their rights in Pakistan. The oldest among them is the All-Pakistan'S
Women Association (APWA) , established in 1950.
Some others are: Women's Action Forum (WAF), «Au-rat», International Women's Club , Business and Profession Forum and Women's Voluntary Forum.

This is a first symbol of change in Poland. Onl y a few
months ago , such a situation would have been inco nceavable in a country, where only men have the right to
speak .

Ms. Zahida Ahsanuddin , Chairperson, APWA ,
member of International Women's Club and interior decorator, said they had been organizing seminars and demonstrations against the «Shariat» and other political
is.s ues adversely affecting women. Many victimized
women are given free legal aid.
Ms . lamila Bandial, president OAKS, Islamabad,
and member WAF, said her group was actively involved
in providing employment to destitute women. Their
voluntary vans went around the villages near Lahore
with a doctor and a nurse who dispensed free medecine
to sick malnourished women as well as health guidance .
Ms. Yasmin Tahir, broadcaster, said that in addition
to making women aware about their rights, they were
trying to educate women to be economically independent. First woman pilot , Ms. Hijab Imtiazali , feels all
these years women's role has been limited to a few
areas . «It was high time they were encouraged to be
themselves», she added.
Ms. Safia Saeed , social worker, said all women 's
groups were trying to help uneducated women set up
small businesses. With Benazir Bhutto in power , women
were feeling a sense of dignity and pride, she said.
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Report of the Alumni meeting of Kinnaird College, Lahore , February 8, 1990. The visit was an extension of the
diamond jubilee celebrations of the college in Lahore. The
reunion included 40 Pakistani women, all former Alumni
members, who were given a warm welcome by their Indian
couterparts. All the relevant information is taken from the
newsletter of The Asian Women 's Institute.

Malgorzata Niezabitowska, 40 . brings her be a uty.
charm and feminine touch to the job of speaker. She
adds her radiating style to the profession . something her
predecessor , lersy Urban , lacked. In fact. contrary to
Urban who quoted Lenin and the Communist doctrine
in length. Malgorzata speaks of her government in simpler and more personal terms using expressions such as
«We » and «Us». This young woman. a former journalist , speaks eagerly in the name of the peop le: «We have
neither police nor army. The administration doe s not
belong to us, nor does the economy. Our onl y force is in
the people and the bonds which link the Polish people
with their new government. »
Married to a photographer and mother of an eleven
year old daughter, Malgorzata is among the first Polish
women to break away from the old and rigid Pol and.
and to pioneer for more feminism in her country.
The second woman in the new Polish government is
Isabella Cywinska. She is the new Minister of Culture.
Isabella , 54 , is well known in her country as a director at
the Theatre of Poznan. She is also well known for her involvement in politics. She was arrested in 1981 for her
support to solidarity. She was later released after the Intervention of The Society of Actors and Cinematographers in Poland.
Isabella Cywinska was appointed to the post of Minister while in the middle of a theatre production. Therefore , she had to take a leave from the government in
order to complete her work . Not only is she the Minister
of Culture but an active member of cultural activities in
her country.
Source:

«La Pologne S'Ouvre Au Feminisme ». La Revue Du
Liban ,No. 1571 , 13-20 Janvier , 1990. p . 23. (French Re ference).

