
are a natural response to high levels of child mortality, 
recent research has suggested that fertility declines 
~an begin without evidence of declining infant mortal­
Ity. Further research is needed for the explanation of 
unexpected results along this line. 

SPECIFIC EXAMPLES 

WFS surveys have augmented the evidence con­
cerning fertility declines in developing countries. Most 
of those that have been surveyed have experienced 
declines ranging from 15-50% during the last decade. 
They include Costa Rica, Columbia, Dominican Re­
public, Indonesia, Jamaica, Peru, Republic of Korea, 
and the Philippines. 

In Thailand, 2 in 5 couples use contaceptives . 
Sri Lanka, in spite of low per capita income, has 

achieved the lowest fertility and mortality levels in Asia. 
Tunisia has made remarkable family planning prog­

ress by ensuring available contraceptive service in 
urban and rural health clinics Y). 

Kenya (Africa) has the highest birth rate in the world : 
8 children per couple as an average. Though con­
traceptive knowledge is widespread , only 7% of 
currently married women are using any method at the 
time of the survey. 

J~rdan, the first Arab country to join the WFS, 
continues to have large families : one in 3 women aged 
45-49 have had 11 or more births. Education has 
contributed to reduce the number of children per 
family; contraceptive use by 26% has led to a fertility 
decline of 17%. 

Egypt's rapidly growing" population is expected to 
~ouble in 26 years . «Reasons for the apparent 
Increase are now under study», says Gamal Askar, 
president of the Central Agency for Public Mobilization 
and Statistics. «Currently 23% of married women are 
using contraceptives. That figure must be raised to 
35% if Egypt is to m,eet its goal of reducing the birth 
rate form 40 to 30 per thousand." 

CONCLUSION 

Even with fertility declines documented in 16 out of 
the 20 countries which have completed WFS surveys, 
the fact that women want an average of four children 
indicates that relatively high rates of population growth 
may continue in many developing countries. 

Between 1978 and the year 2000, the world's 
population is projected to grow by 50%, resulting in a 
total of 6000 million people. Most governments favour 
slowing population growth. Some 81 per cent of third 
wo~ld people live in countries that want growth slowed, 
while 16 percent live in countries satisfied with their 
current growth rates, and only 3 percent live in 
countries that want faster growth. Most third world 
governm~nts have initiated policies facilitating use of 
modern birth control methods, and this has had a major 
effect on birth rates. 

(1) See AI-Raida, Nov. 1980, Vol III, No. 14, p. 7 on abortion in 
Tunisia. 

THE WORLD CONFERENCE 
OF THE UN 

MID-DECADE FOR WOMEN: 
IMPRESSIONS OF AN 

OBSERVER, 1) 

In issue 15 of AI-Raida(2) , a very brief report was 
made on the «Mid-Decade World Conference of the 
United Nations for Women» held at Copenhagen , 
Denmark, 14-30 July 1980. The article was based on 
various reports about the Conference, especially the 
one stating women 's specific needs in the list of 
«Resolutions and Decisions» adopted by the Confer­
ence. 

As the Institute of Women's Studies in the Arab 
World was not represented at the Conference, it seems 
helpful and appropriate to publish in this issue some 
interesting impressions given by a delegate from the 
University of Dar es-Salaam, Tanzania, to this Confer­
ence. These impressions express to a large extent the 
point 01 view of Third World women and should be a 
matter of concern to First World and Second World 
women as well as to those of Third World countries. 

In the first place the author criticizes the «low profile 
that the Non-Governmental Organizations were forced 
to assume. They were hardly given an opportunity to 
air their views even in areas where their role was 
recognized to be essential .. . A way should be devised 
to involve them at the decision-making stages 
instead of calling on them to carry out decisions made 
by other bodies.» 

A second criticism concerns the slow pace at which 
the implementation of decisions and resolutions has 
been going so far. The mid-Decade Conference served 
to remind the Conference members of all countries of 
the necessity of achieving more progress in the near 
future . 

In the third place, Conference resolutions empha­
sized improved health services for women as a factor 
in their further engagement in gainful employment 
which will require as well technical training for women 
as a prerequisite for their effective participation in the 
economic life of their societies . 

A fourth point is the need for involving women in the 
designing of projects which aim at helping them, 
especially small scale projects which women could 
handle on their own, individually or collectively. Aware­
ness-raising on the part of women as to their own 
problems and needs should form an essential part of 
any program. 

The final point presented by the writer is most 
important. She says that she was very much aware of 

(1) Ruth M. Besha, lecturer, University of Dar-Es-salaam, Tanzania, 
and member of the Lutheran World Federation Delegation to the 
Copenhagen Conference; article published in ICVA NEWS, Oct, 
1980, No. 87, pp. 12-14. 

(2) AI-Raida, Feb. 1981, Vol. IV, No. 15, p. 9. 
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the commercialization of poverty and oppression 
affecting the great majority of people in underde­
veloped countries .. . It seemed to her that there was a 
deliberate effort on the part of the developed world to 
close their eyes to the causes of poverty, oppression, 
racism and misery, and instead, overplay their roles as 
aid givers to the victims of those evils. They are quite 
willing to help the victims of crimes but very relu::;tant to 
deal with the criminals. This is a vicious circle, and is 
poor logic. 

The writer concludes by saying: «I wish to question 
this whole philosophy of perpetual beggars and eternal 
masters of wealth ... Aid in whatever form must remain 
a very temporary measure, while the search for 
long-.lasting solutions must be intensified. In the long 
run, It IS not the masters who will decide to relinquish 
their supremacy. It will have to be the affected who will 
rise and take charge of their fates." 

(lCVA: International Council 
Voluntary Agencies, the international 

association of non-governmental, non-profit 
organizations. Geneva. Switzerland.) 

NINTH CONFERENCE OF 
THE COMMITTEE 

FOR THE LEBANESE 
WOMAN'S RIGHTS 

Held in Beirut, 5-8 March 1981, the Nihth 
Conference of the Committee for the Lebanese 
Woman's Rights opened its session with reports 
from the delegates about the members' social , 
political, economic and national activities since the 
meeting of the 8th Conference of 1978. 

The session of March 8th, was attended by the 
prime minister, Mr. Chafic Wazzan who gave a 
speech in which he affirmed his complete support of 
woman's cause and of her rightful claim for 
liberation. While he approved the Lebanese 
woman 's achievement in educational, artistic and 
social fields, he showed his disapproval of her 
apathy regarding political activity and called for her 
effective participation in responsible government 
positions. 

The list of recommendations presented in the 
closing session pointed out 1) the necessity of 
woman's struggle in favor of the political liberation 
of Lebanon. 2) The importance of creating syndi­
cates for women emloyees and workers and of 
encouraging women's joining and supporting 
them. 3) Social and educational problems should 
receive their proper share of attention from the 
members. 4) Every sort of discrimination against 
women in any field must be eliminated. 5) The 
Committee reemphasized its determination to 
cooperate with other social, cultural and education­
al organizations for the purpose of carrying out its 
objectives. 
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(RESEARCH 

WOMAN AND INDUSTRIAL 
WORK IN EGYPT(1) 

In studying the phases of women's involvement in the 
indus~rial sector in Egypt, it is noteworthy that this country 
experienced the process of transition from a subsistence 
cultural economy to a semi-industrial economy earlier than 
any other Arab or African country. 

The first phase occurred unaer Muhammad Ali who tried to 
forge the economic basis of Egypt's independence from 
Turkey and succeeded in establishing a number of national 
factories where veiled women worked side by side with men 
and shared with them the same oppressive treatment, which 
in some cases was worse for women. 
. VVhen MohB:mma~ Ali founded the school of midwifery, his 

project met with resistance from the upper class of society 
but those of the lower stratum were ready to enroll their 
daughters at the school in large numbers and the State 
encouraged them by arranging marriages between midwives 
and medical students. 

The second phase took pl.ace with the expansion of cotton 
cultivation in Egypt which encouraged women 's work in 
cotton mills as well as in other growing industries such as 
sugar, textile and cigarette manufacturing . Just as in the 
Muhammad Ali era, they were also involved in construction . 
As a result, the veil in factory and construction work was 
removed while among peasant women engaged in rural 
work, it had already disappeared. 

World War I, by reducing the volume of imports, spurred 
the development of local industry. In 1914 women comprised 
about 5 percent of the workers engaged in industry and 
construction. In the period which followed , 1915-1942, 
women and children worked under an oppressive legislation: 
9-15 hours per day, on all shifts. Women worked in mining 
and other underground work, wages were irregularly paid, 
married women were forbidden to work, workers had no right 
to strike or to form trade-unions. Yet on several occasions, 
they succeeded in organizing demonstrations and strikes. 

With the liberation of Egypt from colonialism in 1952 the 
policy of centralized planning focused on the developme'nt of 
heavy Industry. The Labor Code of 1954 contained a large 
number of laws which brought about an improvement in the 
conditions of female workers. Between 1961 and 1971 the 
percentage of women engaged in the manufacturing indus­
tries rose from 3.3 percent to 11.7 percent and that of 
illiteracy among females in the labor force declined from 
82.4 percent in 1961 to 54.1 percent in 1971. 

A field research in 1975 was conducted in a textile factory 
located in Chubra el-Kheima, in the outskirts of Cairo, where 
a relatively large concentration of women were employed : 
1150 females out of 20,000 workers. Workers interviewed 
numbered 148 (about 37 percent of female workers em­
ployed in the silk factory) : 65 percent of them were single, 25 
percent married, 10 percent divorced; about 10 percent had 

(1) Abstract of a study prepared by Mona Hammam, member of the 
Department of Sociology. American University, Washington , 
D.C. , published In Arab Studies Quarterly, Winter 1980. (See 
AI·Raida, Nov. 1979, Vol. III , No. 10, p. 10) 


